As March turns into April, |

am reminded of the fact that
we are heading inte a’ busy
season for a successful busi-
ness cluster in Boone County.
The agricultural business
cluster is one of many fast
growing and innovative busi-
ness clusters in our counly,
and the agricultural commu-
nily will soon come oul of
winter planning mode and
head into a busy spring and
summer production cycle.
. [ want to take this time to
say thank you to the business
people that make our agri-
cultural - businesses prosper-
ous and remind everyone
that farming is in fact one of
the most important business
clusters in the Indlanapolis
Metropolitan Region.

The agricultaral industry
Temains a strong and grow-
ing sector In Boone County
and annually pumgps miliions
of dollars into the local econ-
omy through capital invest-
mend and revenues from pro-
duction. The family farmer is
more likely to spend most of
their tevenue locally and

bulld a supply chain network
within a 50-mile radius of
their businesses.

One of Boone County’s
competilive advantages is
our ag-urban sefting. We
should all be proud to claim
an apricultura business clus-
ter that continues to thrive

and play an Important role in

the economic success of the
Indianapalis  Meiropolitan
Region while being located
only minules from the heart
of the 13th largest city in the
country. Boone County ranks
in the top 10 annually in
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Ag 1s community asset

Seybean and Corn produc-
fion and companies dedicat-
ed to agricullural research
and best practice develop-
ment are thriving here in our
county, Central
apricullural  history and
strength has aliracted compa-

nies such as Dow Agro-”

Sclence, Monsanfo,
Remingion Seeds, Ag-Reliant
and many more fo our
region. We need to thank our

family farmers for assisting -

us with the aitraction of these

_companies because of their .

continuing efforts to find
innovalive methods to main-
{aln the strength of the agri-
cullural business sector in
our region,

The Boone Counfy EDC
has recently energized our
Ag Task Force and is in the
process of completing an Ag
Resume for Beone County.
The will be used as a fool to
educate the public and mar-
ket our county and region to
ag-related businesses around

.the world This May the EDC

and partners will kick off the
Inauguaral Boone County Ag
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Roundtable. The  Ag
Roundtable will bring togeth-
er a diverse group of clected
and civic leaders, planhers,
educators and students who

-have a common appreciation

for agriculture as an econom-
ic driver in ag-urban settings.
1.am excited about the grow-.

. ing relationship between the

Boone EDC and the agricul-
tural communily and believe
this relationshlp will assist
with our mission o grow a
healthy and sustainable econ-
omy in Boone County. .

The next time you find
yoursell-behind a slow mov-
ing plece of farm equipment
while driving on one of our
many state highways or
county roads, remember that
those wheels are the wheels
of a successful industry turn-
ing Be caulious and patient
and you will likely find your-
self on the receiving end of a
warm smile and frlendly
wave from ope of the many
agriculiural - business - sector
CEOQs that are oud there keep-
ing the Boone County econo-
my healthy and fed.



