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County loses
577 jobs in
12 months

-BY ROD ROSE
The Lebanon Reporter
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Boone Countys unemployment
rate improved by three-tenths of a
percent between August and
September of this year, but is still
28 percent higher than it was at
this time Jast year. -

At 68 percent, Boone’s wnem-
ployment rale meant 1,861 per-
sons of the just-over 27500 avall-
able workers were without jobs.

The jobless rate doesn't neces-
sarily inchede everyone who Is col-
leciing unemployment, nor does
the number of persons in the
“laber  pool* necessarily include
ail of the county’s potential work-

ers.
“The labor pool includes anyoie
. who is able, available and inter-
ested in work,” said Mark Loller, a
spokesman for the Indiana
Department  of  Workforce
Development. ]

More than 1300 workers have
dropped out of Boone County’s
Jabor-poal in the last year, accord-
ing to the IDWD's report.

While the percentage of persons
reporting they were unemployed
fell, the number of Hoosiets out of
work rose. by nearly 100,000 over
the last year,

Boone County hes 577 fewer
Jobs since the same time last year.

Indiana was also losing employ-
ees. More than 188,000 fewer
Hoosiers were reporied as “work:
-ing” in September than a year

ago. :
Lotter said there could be “many
reasons” for the difference in the
labor poaol.
“You cowld have people who
hecame discouraged and stopped
fooking™ he said. “You could have
“people who have retired” Or some
of those persons may have gone
back to school, retraining for other
careers, Lotler sald.
To determine the umemploy-
ment rate, the state does a month-
ly random survey; checks payroll
records and examines jobless
claims, Lotter said.
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“One of the big misconcep-
tions 15 that the unemploy-
ment figure is the number
(of persons) who are collect-
ing unemployment,” Lofter

said. “I includes both those.

who are and are not collect-

ing benefits”
Anyone who has a job is
counted = as  employed,

whether they are working
partdime or full-ime, the

. US. Depariment of Labors

Bureau of labor Statistics
sald.

Indiana's overall unem-
ployment rate has fallen 1.1
percent in the last three
months, to 96 percent in
September. ’

“Indiana ‘Is bucking the

“national trend with three

straight moaths of declining
unemployment,” said Teresa
Yoors, commissfoner of the
IDWD.
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INDIANA

{abor pool -woiﬁlng unemployed
Sept. 08 3,226,796 3,039,454 187,342
-Sept. 09 3,138958 2,851,238 287,720
Difference -87,838 -188,216 .+100,3?8
_ BOONE COUNTY
Sept. 08 28117 26,983 1,134
Sept. 09 27,540 25679 1,861
Difference -544 -1,304 +727

Job prospecls for Boone
workers could improve nexi
year, if the economy
tebounds enough to con-

vince businesses to start .

building, said Dax Nerton,
executive director of the
Boone | Econemic
Development Corp.

“[New business) leads are

-coming it steadily” Norton

said. Boone is on the “short
lst" for several companies
planniog expansion.
Companies "aren’t building
because the capitat markets
are tight he said. - -

“We believe in 2010 you'll
see deals being closed”
Nordon said. .

“We'e poised and ready to
g0, it’s all a matter of capital
opening up,” he sald. -




