. This columt is one in an
ongoing series of columns
uritten by community lead-
ers al the request of the
Community Vision
Commitiee, with the goal of
providing a decper knowl-
edge of the many aspects of
the city of Lebanon,

BY AUDRA POE
Executive Director of
Boone County Learning
Network

remain compelitive in
light of these economic
times, it is important fo

Improve productivity and
adopt an innovative spirit.
The most forward-thinking
approach [o solving prob-
lems and increasing competi-
tiveness 15 to equip today’s
and fomorrow's citizens with
the skills and attliudes for
economic and civic success.
In 2006 a group of commu.
nlty leaders came together 1o

(o Just that and the Boone

County Learning Network
(BCLN) was formed.

‘The mission of BCLN i3 to
promote and coordinate post
secondary, lifelong learning

SERVING BOONIE

T

credit classes-In and around
Boone County in addition to
online fearning opportuni- -
tles. We provide connections

to pust secondary opportuni-

ties and act as a resource lo
local businesses seeking on-
site job training. BCLN

serves the community asa

resource for education pro-
grams for residents, busi-
nesses, otganizations and
government agencies. .
The Boone County
Learning Network Program
for Adult Literacy (PAL)
offers a free one-on-one
tutoring program for adults
who want help Improving
their literacy skills or learn

COUNTY SENCOE

and workforce development  the Bnglish language. This
opportunities for those who  program focuses on helping
live and work in Boone ~ aduills achieve “funciional Iit-
County. In 2009 BCLN eracy,” which allows them to
served close to : carry out
1,000 individu- n everyda,
als In a variety o“e COQ tasks an)tri
of ways includ- O ? 0’ communicate
ing local Q ) ﬁ,&\, !{ﬁ.ﬁ <~ ellectively.
instructor-led G ;—:@ " Thisis aspe-
classes, on-site A N cial pro
e T <IN 3
ing and adult 7 ,.4-\0 is made pos-
literacy. Ing TNEY  sible through
The Boone 8 a grant from
County the
Learning Network (BCLN)  Community Foundation of
offers a wide variéty of non  Boone County.

Research links primary
and secondary education to
economic development and
growth. This research recog-
nizes people as a type of eco-
nomic asset — “human capi-
tal” — and shows that
Increased investment in
health, skitls and knowledge
provides future returns to
1he economy through
Increases in labor produciivi-

Education increases work-
ers’ average earnings and
productivity. It also reduces
the incidence of soclal prob-
fems such as drug abuse,
crime, welfare dependency
and lack of access {0 medicat

1591

care, all of which can weigh
heavily on the economy.

if you are Interested in
conlinuing your education
or changing your career
path, please joln us at the
Education and Career
Opportunities Fair, hosted
by the Boone County
Learning Network and
Boone Economic
Development Corporation.
The Boone County
Education and Career
Opportunities Fair will be
held from 5o 8 pm. -
Wednesday In the Witham
Health Services Pavilion at

It’s never too late to continue your education

the Boone County 4-H
Fairgrounds: This fair is
and open te anyone inte
ed in advancing thelr ed
tien, jolning the milifary
learning about apprentlc
ship programs and othe
opperiunilies.

Audra Poe is the Exect
Director of the Boone
County Learning Netzwoor
For more information at
the Boone County Learn
Network please contact
BCLN by phone at (317)
86357, (765) 481-1250 or 1
the Web site at wuw.bos
learningret.



