Lebanon

This colamn ;s;lneman
angoing series of columns
wriiten by community lead-
ers af the request of the
Community Vision
Commitiee, with the goal of

knowl-

edeeofticmamd

the city of Lebanon.

I wmprt] of 1990, the
ett

Foundation Inc. was estab-
lished a5 a memorial to the .
founding partner of Pam,
Richey, Obremskey &
Morton. The name of the
foundation was changed in_

lember 1990 to the

n Educational

Foundation (LEP). [ts mis-
sion is “to support the
Lebanon Community School
*Colp. by partnering wilh
donors Lo invest in our con-

_ on educational opportunities
for students and educators -
within the Lebarion school

district, providing more than
$627215.62 In scholarships
to students or grants to edu-
cators. These efforts have

many students attend

h!gr.:: education, and have
given many educators an
opportunity (o provlde inno-
vative programs or learning
tools in their dassrooms.

Educatlonal Foundation helps others reach goals
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- LEF administers a variety
of scholarships for the bene-
fit of students. As a 501(c}(3)
LEF administers

nently e
contribution {s made to LEF
from a donor fn an amount

" in excess of $10,000; or pass-
where

through scholarships,

" an individuel, organization

or company provides schol-
arships on' a year-by-year

basls in amounts less lhan
$10,000. All seniors at

Lebanon High School have

aI.E l?ppoﬂunlly 1o apply for
Scholarship appl!caﬁons are
avadlable online or at the

each year. The schol
uiteriamyaudareoften

* based ori the donor's area of

interest. Scholarships may or

may not be based on finan
cial need, comumunity and
volunteer service, or may be
focused on a particular feld
of study. LEF currently part-
ners with more than 20" indi-
viduals and businesses to
flund scholarships for 26 stu-
ts,

l.EF also offers several
opportunities for educator
grants. Any educator
employed by the Lebanon

- Community School Corp.
- has two opportunities each

year to apply for a grant.
Grants may fange from a
few dollars to $2,500.-LEF
and community pariners
have funded grants for
everything from A fo Z A
sampling of past grants -

- indludes; Hear the Roar, a

program designed (o provide
a day of orientation for LMS

* bith-grade students; Baitle of

the Books, literacy-based -
project at each elementary

- school; Academic

Teams/Academic Letters,
allows LHS students to par-
ticipate in Spell Bowl, Math

- Bowt ete; and Video and

Technology at LHS, allows .
LHS stisdents the epportuni-
fy to learn videngraphy and

- technology skills while serv-

ing the-community by

broadcasting school board

meetings on Channel 19.
Another program adminis-

tered by LEF is the LHS
Alumpi Class Challenge
Award. This successful proj-

“ect was the brainchild of the

Class of 1968 as an avenue
1o Impact the leadership tal-
ént of students at LHS.
During its 25th high school
reunion, the dlass challenged
each classmate to pledge
$100 to the cause.

Afterward, they challenged

the Class of 1969 to exceed
their total. The challenge has
confinued each year and
alumni are encouraged to
donate to the Class

. Challenge fund, which sup-

ports the LHS Mger
Leadership Camp.

‘Each year, one educator is
named the recipient of the
Dwight Booker Cragun
Superintendent's Award for

-Distinguished Teacher. The

award is supported annually
through an endowed gift
from the Cragun family in
honor of Dwight Booher
Cragun, a graduate of
Lebanon schools, who later

‘became superintendent and

was recognized for improv-
ing education. The recipient
receives a $2,500 award to
enhance or expand thelr

m experlise.
While funding scholarships
and classroom granis is a
priorily of LEF, many of the

funding opportunities would
not be available without the
support of the community.
Each year LEF recognizes a
business, individual or fami-
ly In the community, who
has gone above and beyond
the norm through both per-
sonal and financial commit-
ment to support the efforts
of the Foundation, as the
David 8. Richey Award
Recipient.,

LEF generates its unre:

stricted funds through

- fundraisers, memorial and

honor contributions and
planned giving. LEFs
fundraisers include the
Firecracker Classic 3-on-3
Basketball Tournament, the
LEF Golf Outing, the Phone-
a-thon and the Belting on
Education. LEF recently
established an online giving
partoership with the -
Naﬁonal School Foundation
Assotiation (hrough
Give2Schools. Donations to
LEF may be made by visit-
ing the Web site at

-wwwiebanonleforg, and

selecting the Give Now icon

on the boitom of the page.
LEF also offers the perfect

gift-giving sgluﬂon for par-

ents, grandparents and
lfriemfsI 1o honor a teacher,

principa), school asslstant,

- bus driver, coach or other-

school employee who has

made a positive Impacton -
the life of a child. The ,
Thank-an-Educator program _
allows donors to makea
minimum donation of $10 -
fn the pame of an honores.
Upon recelpt of the donation,
LEF sends a “CARE” card 1o

the schoo! employee as an
acknowledgment thdi the
donor has made a contribu.
tion in hisfher honor.

Donors also have the option
fo include a personal note to
the educator. “CARE™ isan-
acronym for “Congratulating

_ Amazing and Remarkable -

Bducators™

Volunteer opportunities
are available in many areas -
including serving on the
board of direclors, assisting
as a commitiee member for
a fundraiser or providing
assistance in your area of
expertise, i you are interest-
eil in beconting Involved
with LEF, please contad the
office at (765) 482-1185 or
via e-mail at | :
lef@lebki2in.us With ongo-
Ing financial support from
donors, the foundation will
continue supporting educa-
tion and inspiring achfeve.



