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‘BY WILL WILLEMS
Sports Editor

INDIANAPOLIS — One of the
greatest  basketball players In
Zionsville hislory is golng 1o be one
of the cendral figures in this week-
end’s Final Four.

Brad Stevens, a 1995 Zionsville
Community High School graduate,
has led the Butler Bulldogs (32-4) to
thelr first Final Four appearance in
school history. Still, some of his
Jondest basketball memories come

. from his lime-in Boone County
when he was part of Rosey’s
Reundup - a group of players who
talked basketball with the late
renowned coach Jim Rosenstihl
over hunch.

“Some of my beller memories
wete going to the basement of Jim
Rosenstihl,” Stevens said Tuesday In
a Final Four press conference. “1
used {0 go in Rosey's basement and
walch reels of Rick (Mount) when |
was in high school And Rick would
shoot from 40-feet out, and if they

. had a three-point line he would
have shaltered every record, Jim
Rosenstihl was a great fiend. And
one of the greal coaches in, cerlain-
ly, Lebanons history, but also in
Indiana basketball”

Stevens, 33 years old, has an 88.
14 record since becoming the head

coach of Buller after the 2006-07
season when Butler head coach
Todd Lickliter lefi the school fo
become tlie coach at lowa.

In his three years af Builer’s helm, -

the Bulldogs have won all three
Horizon League regular season
tities, two Herizon League
Tournament titles and the Great
Alaskan Shootout. They are 52 1n
NCAA Tournament games.

Stevens said that he could nol
have imagined the success Butler
has achieved in the last three years.

“Not because the guys we had or
Ihe guys we have weren't capable of
doing great things” Stevens said.
“It’s just because it's hard lo imagine
Just 14 losses in three years. The
preblem is you remember the 14
losses more than the 88 wins and
the Final Fours, It is just the way we
operate in the ooaching profession.
It has been a great group {of play-
ers). [ knew that the firsl group
would probably be a preity good
basketball team if 1 didn’l screw
thent up. And they ended up being
a very good team that ended up los-
ing to a greal Tennessee leam, ..
But that was a really good (eam that
vear, and then the key was to recruil
the right guys to replace them, and
we aleeady knew we had good guys
here”

Although the Bulldogs are 15-
point favorites against Michigan
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gs into the school's first-ever Finat

Four appearance, Butler takes on Michigan State beginning at 6:07 p.m. Saturday.

Slate Salurday night, Builer enters

- the Final Four as the media darling,

a hometown faverite and the
Cinderella with national powers
Duke, West Virginla and the
Sparlans. )
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20 minutes away,” Stevens
sald. “The worst thing in the
world for me to say would
be to net ¢all us Hooslers!
That is a good thing to me.
Being the underdog is a
good thing compared to
being a team that over-
achieved”

Playing in-the Fina Four
fewer than six miles from
Butier’s campus has created
a unique environment for
the Bulldogs. i

Local pewspapers, radio
and - televislon hat\;e Itazten
swarming campus to get sto-
ries ablﬁfl thepBu!]dgg& Al
of the aftention hasn't
seemed to faze Buller or
their coach.

With the exception of hav-

ing a couple thousand peo-
ple gresting the team when
they arrived back from Salt
Lake City, Stevens said he
hasn't heard much of the
buzz around ndianapolis.

“The only thing I have
seen this week is the direct
path from my house to
Hinkle Fieldhouse,” Stevens
said. “With a slight veer to
the gas station. Other than
that 1 haven't seen anything.
But you do hear the buzz
and you certainly feel it And
if anything your text mes-
sage box and yoir e-mail
nbox tells you whats going
on, It Is neat for me because’
1 have gone to the Final
Fours in Indianapelis - 1
haven't been to the games
but. ] have been around the
Final Foars and it is already
a vibrant atmosphere, so if

“we can add to that it is

great!
And the Bulldogs have a
good chance to add to if,

thanks to their coach,
Butler point guard Ronaid

Nored had originally com-

mitted to Western Kentucky.

. But after he was granfed his

release from the school
when then head coach
Darren Horn went to South
Caralina, Stevens drove
from  Indianapolis o
Homewood, Ala., to recruit
Nored to Butler.

Nored committed that day
and has started all but two
games in his first two sea-
SORS.

“That Is the kind of person
he (Stevens) Is” Nored sald.
“He is willing to saerifice to
help other people. And | am
doing my best in my life to
follow his example. He has
been my biggest role model
and 1 am lucky enough to
spend six days a week with
him. He expects a lot. He is

-very calm, very oollected,

very polsed at all times. Buf
he expecis a lot And he can
be poised because he has
high expectations, and
because he does think we
can be a certain level. And if
we aren't at that level, he
will let us know, This year,
more than last year, he has
been really on us when we
don't do things the right
way, when we don't focus?

With all the success Butler
has had, national media
spequlalion is that Stevens
wilt leave for a higher pay-
ing gig in the near futuse,

But with his deep Hoosier
lies, Stevens insists he isn't
going anywhere.

“T guess {Til leave) when
they kick me out” he said,
“As long as the administra-
tion stays in place the way it
is and supports the team the
way it has, I don't know why
1 wouldnt {stay)”

Because of the fact that Butler
plays in Hinkle Fieldhouse, site of
the final scene in the movie
“Hoosiers,” the natural comparison

_belween the Bulldogs and fictional

Hickory has been a story line this

week, While some coaches may
have scoffed at the notion, Stevens
has embraced il

[ am an Indiana kid that grew up
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