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Hendrickson wins elusive honor

BY SARAH LANG
The Lebanon Reporter

LEBANON — One busi-
ness is now the flrst o
Lebanon o be awarded with

. the Occupational Health and

Safety Administration’s high-
est award - OSHAs
Protection
Program.

Hendrickson Trailer
Suspension Systems, in the
Lebanon Business Park, was
honored as a VPP Star work
sile by Lori Torres, commis-
sioner of the Indiana
Department  of  Labor,
Wednesday morning at a
company- celebration.
Production was even shut
down for the celebration.

*] kmow that's a big deal, so
it's a testament to this dls-
tinction and this henor”
Torres sald to a crowd of
Hendrickson employees, all
wearing bright orange T
shirs with “First in Lebanon
with VPP” printed on the
back. “You have an amazing
safety record considering
what you do” .

Torres explained that of the
140,600 employers  in
Indiana, only 56 have quall-

fied for VPP status - just four
out of every 10,000 business-
es.

" “So we really afe talking

‘about a very select group,”
Torres said.
“You really have done a

programa and drills, health
program, personal profective
equipment, safety and heslth
staff invotved with changes,
contraclor safety, medical
program, resources, and an
annual evaluation. The aver-

qualify for YPP: manage-
ment commitment and plan-
ning, accountability, discipti-
pary program, Injury rates,
employee partlcipation, self-
Inspections, employee hazard
reporting system, accident
and incldent investigallons,
process reviews, safety and
health training, preventive
maintenance,  €mergency
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During those five years,
staff and associates worked
to develop programs and
pracedures  that  steadily
reduced the number and
severity of injuries eccurring
at the plant, Harl sald.
Incidents involving injutles
were reduced by more than
50 percent, and programs
were developed that correct-

ed or removed hazards
affecting employees by 80
percent

“It opened our eyes to reak
ize we could do things in'a
safer way," sald Justin
Buckles, asserbler and traia-
er at Hendrickson. “We also
had people we could bring 2

 safety issue to and get it cor-

recled. Hazards are fixed
much faster now!

Almost st of
Hendrickson's United States’
planis are now VPP sites,
said Perry Bahr, vice presi-
dent and general manager -
in Canton, Ohie; Mitchell,
$D; Clarksville, Tean; and
now Lebanon The only one
that isnt 1s in Somerset, Ky,
but it’s too new to qualify.

“The worst day of my life -

was when [ visited a girl in
Clarksville that lost an atm,”
Bahr said. "And 1 never wartt-
ed to do that again?

Mayor Huck  Lewis
thanked Hendrickson for
being a “valuable company”
in Lebanon for many years.

Hendrickson will hold. a
15¢h anniversary celebration
and open house from 10 am.
to 2 pm. Saturday with hot
dogs, hamburgets, pony
rides and dunk tanks.



