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LCSC hires
firm to help
with planning

BY SARAH LANG
‘The Lebanon R.epotter

LEBANON — The Lebanon Community School
Corporation board voted Tuesday te approve a
contract with Schmidt Assoclates to determine if
school facilitles should be remodeled, added on to,
or even left as is. :

Under the contract, the architecture firm will
work with the schoo] corporation for the next 12 to
13 months to assess the bulldings and assist with
conceptual design and gathering community Input
for polential future building remodel projects. The
board approved the arrangement, which will cost
$42.000. -

*] think it’s imperative that we let the communi-
ty know that this is thelr house. It not just owrs”
said Alan Cragun, board president “We have a
responsibility to take care of our house. We just
need to Keep up with this process™

Bob Ross, 1CSC executlve director of resources
and operations, clarified that this contract does not
mean any decision has been made about hiring
architects for any actual building project, They wilt
just be working with Schmidt Associates until the
referendum, and if that passes, additional decisions
will be made at that time.

“This is net the purchase of a final project” said
Supetintendent Dr. Robert Taylor. “This is a con-
tract and a refationship we'll use to assist us in

‘moving forward to address all lssues that will sur-
face In the next months” .

The referendum Is a new process for thezcorpo-
ration. Since the state took over school budgets, it
mandates that any school building project be
approved by a comumunity vole. '

“We're on a little bit of a learning curve here, out
there right with the community” said Michele
Thomas, board vice flresident “Hopefully we'l
work together to do what we need to do to maln-
fain our buildings. We Just ask for a little bit of
patience, and we'll go from there!

With the help of Schmidt Associates, Taylor said,
the corporation will prepare theroughly to address
how to move forward, decide to what degree to
move forward, and answer any financial questions.
But, he warned, Lebanon High School is more than
50 years old. .

“We're going {o encounter 4 number of concerns
about the mechanics of the building and about
learning environment,” Taylor sald.

Schmidt Assoclates made a presentation to the
LCSC schoal board last January after they toured
and assessed each of the six schools plus the
administration, transportation and maintenance
buildings. To fix all the problems, they predicied a
price tag ranging from $275 million to $44 million.
This estimated cost wasn't what they suggested the
cotporatlon do, explained Schmidt architect Anne
Marle Bumell at the January meeting, but they just
wanted to ralse awareness of the Issues.

Schmidt presented that Lebanon High School
has a sustainability rating of 59 percent, meaning
41 percent of the building is in need of repair.
Lebanon Middle Schoo! had a sustainability rating
of 84 percent; Central Elementary, 68 percent;
Harney Elementary, 77 percent: Perry-Worth
Elementary, 81 percend; Hattie B. Stokes
Elementary, 96 percent; Facilify Service Center, 58
percent; Transporiation Facility, 61 percent; and the

- Administration Bullding, 87 percent.

“] see this as being one, If not the top, priority
over the next five years,” Taylor said at the January
meeting. *There is a sense of urgency to address,
but we can't overreact” .
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Schmidt Associates s also
the firm working on the
Western  Boone  School
Corporation's remodel proj-
odt .

“We've defined a firm that
will provide us valuable
assistance,” Taylor sald.

Alse at the board meeting
Tuesday, the beard voled to
accept a change in health
insurance  providers {o
Humana Health Insurance
provided by MJ Insurance in
Indianapolis, hoping to save

almost 1I percent in insur- .

ance premiums.
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LCSC

.LHS agrlcultural - sclence
teacher and Indiana 2010
Teacher of the Year Byron
Ernest was also presenfed
with an award at the meet-

"I want you to know how
special this is, and Tve said
this before, but this could not
have happened in my [ife
anywhere but in Lebanon,”
Ernest sald. “That means
everything had to fall into
place. The Jackle McNults,
the Kevin ORourkes, the
Charles Taits all had to be in
the right places”

Ernest continued to say he
figures . President Barack

) Obama owes Indiana, so he-

1891

would want the national
feacher of the year to come
from the state. Bui, Taylor

joked, Obama  hasn't

returned his calls.

"Ernest’s porifolic for the
national competition is due
Nov. 5. The final four will be
announced in March, and the
winner in April.



