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Council

W City considers
ban on roadblocks

STA.F? REPORT
'The Lebanon Reporter

LEBANON - The Lebanon City
Councll has passed an ordinance
that-allows the creation of a historic
district i Lebanon’s downtown
Courthouse square area

The council Monday approved the
ordinance on its second reading.

Councllmen Keith Campbell, John

Copeland, Jeremy Lamar, Sleve
Large, Dick: Roberison and Brent
Wheat and Mike Kincaid all voted
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OKs historic district ordinance

in favor of the ordinance.

The next step is for the council to
aeate a five-member commission
to determine the boundarles for the
commercial historic district. The
area being considered encompasses
the Courthouse square along with
an additional block I each direc-
lion. The commission will also cre-
ate the preservation guldelines (hat
will apply to the buildings’ facades.

The purpose of creating a historic
district is fo preserve the historic
character of downtown and proper-
fy values.

Rebecca - Smith, community
preservation ‘specialist with the
Historic Landmarks Foundation of
Indiana, has sald that Lebanon is a

good place for a historic di.si:[cl,
because the city has several historic
buildings that are still intact,

About 40 citles and towns In
Indiana havé histortc commissions
and ordinances, Smith has said

Also at Mondays meeling, the
council approved on first reading an

ordinance that would prohibit fund- .

raising roadblocks on any of
Lebanon’s streets.

The ordinance, as first presented,
was written {0 keep pedestrians
from collecting funds on Ind. 32 and
Ind, 39 within Lebanon’s city limits,
and required groups lo get permis-
sion before setting up roadblud;s on
uther city streets.

Lebanon Maynr Huck Lewls said
he asked dty aiterney Bob Cluiter to
look into creating an ordinance
because of increasing concerns
about public safety and traffic issues.

“As time has gone on, it gels mene
and more dangerous,” Lewls sald.

During discussion before the vote,
Councllman Copeland asked i
requiring groups to seek permission
might ultimately make the city
responsible in the event of an accl-
dent al the site of a fundralsing
roadbl

Councllman Wheat opposed any
roadblocks in the cily. “Pedestrians
in the flow of traffic Is & bad Idea,”
he said.

Council President Lamar safd he

has parlicipated in toadblocks’ In
the past and {hey were goed fund-
raising activities for his Relay for
Life team, but he acknowledged
thal the sireets ‘were busy and the
situation was sometimes dangerous.

After a suggestion by Robertson
to ban roadblocks on all sireets and
a brief discusslon, Wheat made a
motion to approve Lhe ordinance
with wording 1o prohibit readblocks
on any cily street. Robertson made
the second and the motlon was
approved on first reading with'
Kincaid casting the sole “no” vote.

The ordinance will be heard for a
final vote at the council's next meet-
ing.



