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BY ROD ROSE
The Lebanon Reporter

- LEBANON - Mayor Huck Lewis
is optimistic abeut Lebanons eco-
nomic future.

But the ity needs to prepare now’

_to seize opportunities as they arise,
he sald at his first State of The City
speech, given Friday to the Lebanon
Rotary Club and guests.

*] feel Lebanon will weather the
economic downturn better than
other communities In Indiana” he
sdid,

“We need to be an inviling com-
munity” he said, both in appear-
ance and attitude.

Lebanon must contlnue fo be
“business-frlendly” for existing

as well as companies consld-
erlng locations here, he sald.

Duke Realty’s Lebanon Business
Park is an important factor in draw-
ing new companies here, Lewis
said. The MS! Windows and Doors
buliding 15 the only vacant structure
at the buslness park, and Is drawing
interest from several companies.

“T just had a call this morning
from an overseas company that is
very interested in this county” he
sald, It's the third time the firm has
contacted him. ‘Tve got my fingers
crossed,” he said ‘It could poten-
tially be a very good business for
Lebanon”

A rail spur that will be built this
year for the US. Cold Siorage ware-
house in the business park should
also attract other firms that need
access to rail shipment, he said. -

There has also been “very, very
preliminary” interest In develop-
ment on the east side of Indlana 39,
from companies that could con-
struct buildings between 250,000 to
800,000 square feet, he said.

Both residential and commercial
growth Is possible this year, Lewis
sald
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STATE OF THE CITY SPEECH

Lewis hopeful for city’s economic future

" “We are seelng some movement
in residential markets” Lewds said.

“As revenues shrink, we need io
think outside the box.” he said.

The city is looking for grants that
will cover the.cost of rebuilding i's
“pateways” — the three main high-
way entrances io Lebanon - and 1o
imptove the fook of downtown, he
sald

Some of those funds are in the
pipeline. -

He expecs $22 million to be
awarded “In the next month or so*
for Improvements along
Indianapolis Avenue, adding to
$610.000 already allotied “We've
started to design the first phase of
that” he gaid.

The Indianapolis Avenue projed [

will begin at County Road 100
South, next to the Boone Counly
Fairgrounds, and end at the inter-
section of Ind. 32, Lewis said A
roundabout could be part of that
design, he said.

Construction could begin this
spring on  sidewalks along
Hendricks Drive, a profect funded
by a $245,000 grant from the feder-
al Safe Routes To Schools program,

The biggest gateway expense will
be participating in the construction
of a new interchange at Ind. 39 and
Interstate 65, Lewls said.

That project will cost between
$14 million and $66 million,
depending on what the city chooses
to do - and how much of that
mongy it can find,

The interchange will be rebutlt
when the Indiana Department of
Transportation adds two travel
lanes to .65,

Lewis said he will report to the
dty council Monday on plans to
upgrade the three .65 inferchanges,
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-IEPOKTEI PHOTE
ABOVE: Debby Shubert places an
artist’s rendering of the $afe Route:
For Schools sidewalk project on an
easel during Mayor Huck Lewis's
state of the city speech Friday.

LEFT; Bulrding inspector Charlie
Campbel] asks a question during
Mayor Huck Lewis's state of the city
speech Friday to the Lebanon Rotar
Club. -

“We need to be an inviting community.”
. . — MAYOR HUCK LEWT

- ) InDOT to find creative ways
Lewis 7 1o make this a reality” Lewis
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“There have been some
very creative Iideas to make
our entrances and downtown
very atiractive,” he safd But
the next step Is o find fund-
Ing lo execute those ideas.

“Were working  with

Lebanon’s Gateway study, he
said; that study may help
Lebanon obtain funding to
make the project a reality. =
Monday: Lebanons plans
for improving walking trails
and fire protection. :



