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Ofﬁaals want wind farmi health data

BY ROD ROSE
The Lebanon Reporter

LEBANON -— The Boone

County Commisstoners have asked
the county health department to
research the alleged health issues of
wind turbines.
. Two developers want to build
~wind farms in Boone County. These
plans have created both enthusiasm
and opposition.

“We are seeking some dired.lnn,

they even want to continue (with
public. heanngs) or leave things
where they are” County Attorney
Bob Clutier said.

Commissioner Marc Applegate
recommended the health study, say-
ing, “If there are legltimate health
issues, that would swing it” in an
apparent reference to whether he
would back a county ordinance that
allows commercial wind turbine
facilities.

“T don't think wete anywhere

close to looking at

Rachel ~ Whit-
tington, . Boone
County Area Plan

“It's a really .

-~ an - ordinance,”
said Commission-

Commission €Mmotional issue at ¢ Jeff Wolle

Interim executive
director, told the
commissioners
Monday.  "We
want fo be care-
ful what direction

this point with
certain people.”

CHARLES EATON Commissioner
. Commissioner Charles

"~ “Its a really
emotional issue at
this point with
certain  people,”

Eaton

we want 10 (ake
here”
. An APC.sponsored Sept. 8 public
hearing on wind farming’s econom:
ic tmpact drew a large crowd. But,
Whittington said, environmental
and health Issues remain. She asked
that the commissioners draft a letter
0 the APC, explalning what actions
ey would like taken next

‘The APC is “walting on direction
rom the commissioners, to see if

Wul.fe suggested

-the commissioners visit wind tur-

bine facilities in White and Benton
oountles.

Whittington said Sharon Adams,
head of the Boone County Health
Department’s Environmental
Divislon, has been helping the APC
research wind turbine health
fssues,

Finding unbiased artlcles assess-
Ing whether or not wind turbines

a!fect humean health has been dlﬂ“
cult, Adams said. -

“Not very many” unbased anides
assessing whether gr not wind tur.
bines affect human health have
been published. *its hard to find

Farm 1n Ontarlo, Canada, suffered

"ringing in the ears, dangerously -

elevated blood pressure, heart pal-
pitations™ and other symptoms. She
offered only anecdotsl evidence,
hawever.

effects of wind turbines The
Indiana State Depariment of Health

provided the study, which was com- .

missloned by the Minnesota
Department of Commerce, Adams
sad.

One wind farm opponent,
Catherine Klejber, alleged in an
April 2009 online story that per.
5018 hving near the Rxpley Wmd

something thals hbeen peer-  Those and other contentions that
reviewed,” Adams sald. wind turbines are a human health
By that, she meant unblased data _hazard are groundless, wind indus-
obtained through scientifically vald ~ try backers assert
studtes, - In a report Issued Sept 23, 2008,
‘Tam looking for quallfied speak- the Camadian Wind  Energy
“ers who've had some experienne in  Assoclation (CanWEA) said iis
researching the " review of articles
issue of the " ; and  publications
health effects of If there are  fom Euopean and
wind turbines” North  American
Adams  sald Iegltlmate health Sources  “clearly
‘Monday. - issues, that would show that there is
She A P no peer-reviewed
reviewing - a SWlﬂg it. ) sclenttfic evidence
May' 2009 MARC APPLEGATE indicating that wind
report by the Commissioner turbines have an
Minnesota adverse Impact on°
Department of human health”
Health about potential health side  One study, published by the peer-

reviewed “Canadian  Acoustics”
specifically” rejected allegations by
Dr. Nina Pierpont, MD, that an iIl-
ness she calls “wind turbine qm
drome” even exists,

A July 2007 report- by the
University of Salford, United
Kingdom, said “wind farm noise is a
small-scalé problem compared wﬂh
other types of npise. ,
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